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Editor’s Note 
 
 

Jonathan Smith 
 

Chair and Professor, Department of Intelligence and Security Studies, Coastal Carolina 
University 
 

 

 

Welcome to the newest issue of the Journal of European and American Intelligence 

Studies. As with past issues, I believe it offers a range of high-quality scholarship and 

commentary in the field, and I hope that the articles in this issue will offer insight and 

prompt exchanges that are necessary and useful for development of knowledge in our 

field of study.  

The articles in this edition center on the challenges of conducting intelligence in the 

complex context of our contemporary security environment. The first two articles are 

reflections and responses to the challenges of analytic training that were discussed at the 

2022 conference of the International Association for Intelligence Education in Treviso, 

Italy. The first in-person conference since the COVID-19 pandemic, the broad theme of 

this meeting was ‘Creativity and Systemization’ in addressing ‘Wicked’ problems. 

Admiral Vittorio Russo and Professor Sabrina Magris begin this issue with their 

reflections on the theme of preparing intelligence professionals in the modern era. As 

the former director of the Italian Joint Military Intelligence Center (Russo) and the 

current president of École Universitaire Internationale (Magris), they explore the 

traditional dilemma of whether intelligence analysis is an art or a science. Their findings 

on how these disparate elements are balanced and how to approach analytic training will 

hopefully prompt further debate in this important area. The second article by Professor 

Davide Bellomo and Ms. Stefania Mihalache explores the possibilities of utilizing the 

principles of neuroscience to enhance the cognitive capabilities of intelligence professionals. 

Beyond the discussion of how to educate new intelligence professionals, the issue of 

intelligence cooperation between nation-states to address contemporary security 

challenges is also vital. The article by Dr. Muza Tuzuner of the Applied Intelligence 

Program at Gannon University provides fresh theoretical insights to U.S. intelligence 

cooperation in the post-9/11 era. Using the United States International Intelligence 

Behavior dataset (USIIB), he conducts a quantitative analysis on how regime type serves 

as an important explanatory driver of U.S. intelligence cooperation efforts in the early 
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post-9/11 years. Dr. Tuzuner’s findings raise important questions about the value of 

applying international relations theories to this area of intelligence studies. 

Turning the focus to contemporary security challenges, the remaining authors focus on 

the role of non-state actors and emerging technologies – two of the wickedest challenges 

that intelligence professionals and scholars face.  Noelle Heineman, a Senior Analyst at 

the Research Institute for European and American Studies, explores how transnational 

crime organizations ensure their survival by learning best practices from one another 

and utilizing standard methods of counterintelligence. By examining the enduring role 

of these organizations in three southeastern European counties, she highlights how these 

organizations have incorporated organizational learning to remain one of the most 

pernicious security threats to emerging democratic counties in the region. 

Fazio, Bruno, and Kaunert examine another transnational security issue that is driven by 

non-state actors. In a review of recent international economic and public health crises, 

they examine how far right political parties and right-wing extremists groups in Europe 

and North America are developing a common agenda. They analyze how political 

leaders, such as former U.S. political strategist Steve Bannon, can serve as facilitators 

in developing these groups into a true transnational movement. This scholarship 

demonstrates the mechanics of how far right ideological groups in Europe are unifying 

their efforts, and thereby challenging liberal democracies on the continent. 

Bellomo and Mihalache address the cognitive limitations of intelligence practitioners 

and sketch some connections between the practice of intelligence and some recent 

developments in medicine, neuroscience and psychology. They argue that some recent 

findings in these scientific fields could be utilized in order to enhance the performance 

of intelligence practitioners and diminish the vulnerabilities that are inherent in their 

profession. 

As always, the JEAIS editorial team is grateful to our authors for adding their informed 

voices to yet another insightful issue of this publication. True to the founding mission of 

the journal, JEAIS remains responsive to its readership, whose members are encouraged 

to contact the editorial team with comments, suggestions, and criticism about our content. 
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CALL FOR PAPERS 
 

The Journal of European and American Intelligence Studies (JEAIS, formerly the Journal of Mediterranean 

and Balkan Intelligence —JMBI) is seeking papers focusing on the field of intelligence and related 

areas of study and practice, such as terrorism and counterterrorism, domestic and international 

security, geopolitics, and international relations. The papers should contain or examine original 

research on the broader European and American practice and study of intelligence, but also 

highlight intelligence themes from other regions of the world, to include Africa and Asia, as 

well as Oceania. Submissions will undergo rigorous and highly selective screening, as well as 

an exhaustive review process. Particular attention will paid by the editors to papers that discuss 

and challenge established or emerging ideas, address existent knowledge gaps by advancing 

new knowledge on intelligence-related topics, and examine intelligence scholarship beyond 

traditional communities of research. 
 

 

Relevant Topics Include 

 

international intelligence cooperation ▪ intelligence operations ▪ intelligence analysis ▪ inter-

agency cooperation ▪ practitioner-policymaker relations ▪ military intelligence ▪ politicization of 

intelligence ▪ counterintelligence ▪ intelligence and sub-state violence ▪ intelligence and privacy ▪ 

intelligence and democracy ▪ intelligence ethics ▪ intelligence, race and gender 
 

 

Abstracts of up to 200 words may be submitted to: 

secretary@rieas.gr; christian.kaunert@southwales.ac.uk; and jfitsanak@coastal.edu 
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Instructions for Authors 

 

• Submitted manuscripts must be maximum 8,000 words, excluding a 250-word abstract 
(required) and any footnotes, as well as references. Manuscripts that exceed the word limit 
will be automatically rejected and returned to their authors. 
 

• Manuscripts will be accepted for submission and evaluation with the understanding that their 
content is unpublished, original work by their authors, and have not been submitted for 
publication elsewhere. 
 

• All accepted manuscripts and artwork become the property of the publisher, which is the 
Research Institute for European and American Studies (RIEAS). 
 

• The entirety of manuscripts, including title page, abstracts, tables, legends, and references, 
should be typewritten and submitted in a Word-type file. No portable document format (PDF) 
documents will be accepted. 
 

• Submissions should be 1.5-spaced and use Times New Roman size 12 as their standard font.  
 

• All margins should be at least one inch in length, and all pages should be numbered 
consecutively throughout the manuscript. 
 

• Titles must be as brief and clear as possible. On the title page, please include full names of 
authors, their academic and/or other professional affiliations, their contact information 
(including email accounts) and their complete mailing address for correspondence. 
 

• All references should be numbered consecutively and listed as footnotes at the end of every 
page. In the text, references should be cited by a superior character of the corresponding 
number. 
 

• For further information on writing style, consult The Chicago Manual of Style, 17th edition. 
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