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Over this last year we have heard that “Greenland belongs to the Greenlanders and not the
US” as a response to President Donald Trump. However, this has not stopped him or his
administration from keeping focus on Greenland and the alleged national security issue. Even
though Greenland and the Arctic region have strategic importance, it can be seen as a
personal ambition rather than just about security.

In 2004 Greenland, Denmark, and the US signed a Defence agreement about Greenland,
which means that the US has the opportunity to expand the military presence in Greenland.
The only requirement is that the US must consult and inform the Danish and Greenlandic
governments, and although this option exists, it has not been fully utilised by Donald Trump.
This raises doubts about whether security is the sole motivation behind his interest in
acquiring Greenland.

The suspicion is strengthened when the US, over time, has scaled back its presence in
Greenland to now fewer than 200 soldiers, especially when Donald Trump could have
changed the presence of soldiers but chose not to. Instead, the claim is that Denmark cannot
provide security other than one more dog sled, which is not correct. The Danish government
has pledged to spend more than four billion dollars on boosting the security in different ways,
and the process has started. But this is not mentioned by Donald Trump.

In connection with the situation in Venezuela, the concept of “hemispheric defence” was
introduced by Donald Trump and senior US officials, and the statement is that the entire
Western Hemisphere is Trump’s domain, which includes Greenland. When the ice melts, new
shipping routes in the Arctic will open, and of course Donald Trump wants to be a part of this,
especially thinking of Russia and China, which adds yet another reason to acquire Greenland.



Donald Trump has stated several times that Russian and Chinese ships are all over Greenland;
this enhances his need to be present in the Arctic region and therefore the strong focus on this
big island in the Arctic. Although the statement about the Russian and Chinese ships is
disputed by experts, they acknowledge that the ships are in the Arctic but not close to
Greenland, and therefore they could potentially become a security threat over time.

So, maybe it is both security and shipping routes that are some of the reasons behind Donald
Trump's continuous interest in Greenland, besides the desire to have the whole Western
Hemisphere under his domain.

From this point of view, it might make sense that Governor Jeff Landry was appointed as a
special envoy to Greenland in late December last year, since he understands how essential
Greenland is to the national security of the US. Meanwhile, it can also be interpreted as an
escalation of Donald Trump’s mission to acquire Greenland.

All the latest actions from the US have created reactions from Greenland, Denmark, several
leaders from European countries, and the PM of Canada with a common message: that
Greenland is not for sale and that it belongs to its people. The unity of support is essential
when Donald Trump includes the EU by stating that the EU needs the US to have Greenland.

The message to the US is clear, but it seems like it has a small or no effect across the Atlantic,
especially considering the statement from the White House about the US military always
being an option. This has been stated before, but it could be seen as more serious now in light
of the situation in Venezuela — it might not be seen as the same, but I think there are some
similarities because of the concept of “hemispheric defence”.

Meanwhile, there is also the comment from Donald Trump that we can talk about Greenland
in 20 days, which raises concerns, also from the Danish PM Mette Frederiksen, who takes
such comments seriously. But what does this comment mean? Only Donald Trump knows,
and we might never know.

Comments about acquiring Greenland together with suggesting military force should not
occur between allies. As NATO members, Denmark, Greenland, and the US are expected to
cooperate rather than threaten one another — yet this is what we are witnessing.

So, what would happen if the US attempted to seize Greenland by military use? Several high-
ranking officials and international leaders say it would result in the collapse of the NATO
alliance as we know it, and one could assume the world would be changed forever. The world,
as we know it, could be at a crossroads, and nobody can say how all of this will end, but I
think that it is fair to state that the trust across the Atlantic is changing. This is despite several
international leaders, including Greenland’s PM Jens-Frederik Nielsen, still calling the US an
essential partner and expressing a willingness to cooperate about the security issues in the
Arctic region.
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