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The Thai security forces foiled in June 2025, a terror plot in popular tourist sites in
Phuket and Krabi. Prime Minister Pactongtarn Shinawatra has increased security and
reassured tourists about safety.!

Thai media reported that a car travelling from Songkhla to Phuket was stopped in
Phang Nga, where police found a homemade time bomb and arrested two suspects.
Their capture led to the successful disruption of multiple bombing plots in Phuket.

On June 26, 2025, police defused four explosive devices, including a motorcycle
bomb near Phuket International Airport. One of the suspects revealed that a white
motorcycle, rigged with explosives, was intended to carry out an attack at Phuket
International Airport. The explosives at the Phuket International Airport were
immediately neutralized following the suspect's confession. 2> Phuket International
Airport has increased security measures from June 26 and advised passengers to
arrive well ahead of flights.

In Krabi province, another alert was triggered when a bomb was discovered at the
Mahad wood sculpture installation on Uttarakit Road in Tambon Pak Nam of Muang
district, just 30 meters from a traffic police booth.

The explosive devices, over ten in total, were reportedly planted in advance, with
different detonation times set five to 10 days apart. This was intended to give the
illusion of ongoing attacks, even though all devices were planted simultaneously.

No group claimed responsibility but the Barisan Revolusi Nasional (BRN) is
suspected of orchestrating the attacks. Two suspects confessed they were acting under
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orders from a BRN leader based in a neighboring country, with plans to target key
economic hubs such as Krabi and Phuket.*

Thai security sources said the operations were carried out by a younger, more radical
faction of the group. This distinguishes them from the older generation of the BRN
leaders who have shown openness to peace talks. Tensions between old and new BRN
factions persist, with internal assassinations. There is also speculation that elements of
another group, the Patani United Liberation Organization (PULO), may have hired
BRN members to carry out the attacks, though this remains unconfirmed. °

As Israel has battled a multi-front war over the past two years, enemy states and
terror groups would likely target Israelis abroad. Thailand is a popular tourism
destination for Israelis and the possibility that the attackers were inspired by solidarity
with Hamas' war in Gaza, cannot be ruled out. However, the Thai authorities said that
the attacks they foiled were not aimed at Israeli targets.

This is not the first time that terror organizations have attempted to carry out attacks
in Thailand against tourist sites:

The August 2016 terror campaign - on August 11 and 12, 2016, suspected Muslim
insurgents carried out a series of bombings throughout seven Thai provinces, targeting
tourist locations. The targets included popular locations such as resort town Hua Hin
in Prachuap Khiri Khan Province, as well as Patong beach in Phuket Province. Four
people were killed and more than 30 people were wounded, including citizens of
Austria, Germany, Italy, and the Netherlands. No group claimed responsibility but
Analysts said the attacks were carried out by Barisan Revolusi Nasional (BRN) after
having been left out of peace talks between the Thai government and a separate
separatist umbrella group in Malaysia.®

The leaders of Thailand and Malaysia agreed on September 9, 2016, to increase
intelligence sharing on security and to move forward in possibly building a border
wall to combat transnational terrorism and smuggling. Najib’s visit followed the wave
of bombings in tourist towns in August 2016 and three deadly bomb attacks in
southern Thailand. ’

The Erawan Shrine bombing - on August 17, 2025, a bomb exploded at the Erawan
Shrine near the Ratchaprasong junction, a major tourist thoroughfare, during
Bangkok’s rush hour. The three-kilogram pipe-bomb caused unprecedented damage,
claiming the lives of over 20 people and injuring more than 100 others. Following the
attack, another pipe bomb was thrown from the Saphan Taksin Bridge, approximately
10km from the Erawan Shrine, targeting the Sathorn pier, a busy transport hub in
Bangkok. However, the bomb missed its target and detonated in the water, causing no
injuries.

Background

The provinces of Pattani, Yala, Narathiwat, and parts of Songkhla, known as
Thailand's Deep South, belonged to an independent Malay, Muslim sultanate before
Thailand annexed them in 1909. Thailand’s south regions with Muslim-majority are
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culturally distinct from the rest of Buddhist-majority Thailand. Ethno- Malay Muslim
insurgents carried out hundreds of attacks in the southern provinces of Pattani, Yala,
Narathiwat, and parts of Songkhla, known as Thailand's Deep South. More than 7,500
people were killed, as rebels in the region fought the Thai security forces.

There are several insurgent groups that operate without a centralized leadership and
organizational structure. The strongest of the insurgent factions is the National
Revolutionary Front, (Barisan Revolusi Nasional, or BRN). Other prominent groups
include the Pattani United Liberation Organization (PULO), the Gerakan Mujahideen
Islami Pattani (GMIP), and the Runda Kumpulan Kecil (RKK).

The insurgents used small arms, IEDs, and vehicle-borne IEDs in the terror attacks
and large-scale attacks almost exclusively targeted Thai security forces. But some
insurgent attacks targeted also Buddhist civilians.

Since 2013, Malaysia has hosted and facilitated talks between Thai government
representatives and the Barisan Revolusi Nasional (BRN) — and later with other rebel
groups but little progress has been made.® The last round of peace talks between
negotiators representing Thailand and Barisan Revolusi rebels took place in Kuala
Lumpur in February 2024. Thailand’s government and Muslim separatist have agreed
“in principle” on an updated roadmap to try to end decades-long fighting and the
parties were expected to sign the Joint Comprehensive Plan Toward Peace, or JCPP. °

However, since February 2024, there has been no progress between the sides, and the
BRN issued a rare statement in December 2024, warning of the potential for greater
violence if the Thai government failed to evince seriousness in seeking a settlement.
Militants have since stepped up attacks but violence remained confined mainly to
Thailand’s southern provinces.'°

Main terror attacks in Thailand — January- July 2025

On March 9, 2025 - five people were killed and more than a dozen others wounded
in two attacks in Thailand’s troubled south:!!

A group of more than 10 assailants opened fire, threw explosives and detonated
bombs outside the district office of Sungai Kolok, a town on the Malaysia-Thailand
border, on March 8, 2025. Two defense volunteers guarding the office were killed and
12 others were wounded, including four civilians.

In a separate attack in the province of Pattani on the night of March 8, a roadside
bomb killed three people — two local village assistants and a ranger guarding the area.
One person was also wounded in the incident.

On April 21, 2025 - at least 16 people were injured in two separate attacks in
Thailand's Narathiwat province. In the first terror attack, a parked motorcycle and
sidecar exploded outside the officers' accommodation block at Khok Khian police
station in Muang district, injuring nine people. The explosion also damaged the
building, fence and other parked vehicles.
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In Waeng district, armed men threw a grenade and fired on Thai Buddhists having
dinner in front of a house. Seven people were injured in the attack and were
transported to a local hospital.'?

Two officers were injured in pipe bomb and shooting attacks on a security outpost in
Sukhirin district of this southern border province early Saturday morning.

Over the past decades, the separatist organizations in southern Thailand have
preferred to avoid links and identification with global jihad organizations and have
preferred to be identified as groups fighting for their rights in Thailand, and to gain at
least partial legitimacy in the international community. A BRN political leader in
Malaysia explained that “the enemy which we can face with our maximum ability is
the Thai state. But if we are blacklisted as a terrorist organization, we have to face
the United States. This is far beyond our limits.” 13

Thailand did not experience attacks attributed to global jihad groups but Jihadist
groups including Al Qaeda, Jemaah Islamiyah (JI) and the Islamic State have
reportedly operated inside Thailand using the country as a transit point and as a base
for planning attacks. JI is believed to have planned the 2002 bombings in Bali,
Indonesia, from safe houses in Thailand s capital city of Bangkok and JI’s former
leader, Riduan Isamuddin, a.k.a. Hambali, was captured near Bangkok in August
2003.

In addition to the terrorism originating from terrorist organizations in the south of the
country, Thailand has also had to deal with Iranian and Hezbollah terrorism. The
terrorism of Iran and Hezbollah was not directed against Thailand, but they have used
Thai territory to carry out attacks against Israeli targets, so far without success.

Iran and Hezbollah and terrorism in Thailand

In January 2012, the U.S. embassy warned of possible attacks in Bangkok against
Israeli and American interests, and a man has been arrested in connection with those
and some materials were found.'*

In February 2012, Thai authorities arrested two Iranian nationals identified as Saeid
Moradi and Mohammad Kharzei after they accidentally set off an explosion in their
rented Bangkok home. Two other explosions were reported in the same busy
commercial district of the city, injuring four other people. The Bangkok blasts come
just a day after two bomb attacks targeted Israeli diplomats in India and Georgia.

Thai authorities alleged that the men had planned to assassinate Israeli diplomats in
Bangkok.'> Soon after the arrests, Malaysian authorities arrested another Iranian
national, Masoud Sedaghatzadeh, after he crossed into Malaysia from Thailand and
attempted to fly to Tehran. He was extradited to Thailand in 2017. The Iranian
government denied any role in the attacks.

In November 2020, Thai officials confirmed that the three Iranian prisoners were
exchanged with Kylie Moore Gilbert, the Australian-British academician imprisoned
in Iran. The individuals identified as Saeid Moradi and Mohammad Kharzei, and
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Masoud Sedaghatzadeh, were convicted in court for attempting to bomb the vehicle of
an Israeli diplomat in Thailand’s capital, Bangkok.'®

Thai authorities have thwarted also Hezbollah-linked plots in Thailand:

In January 2012, Thai authorities arrested Hezbollah member Hussein Atris at
Bangkok’s international airport. Atris married a Swedish woman in order to obtain a
European passport to travel several times to Thailand from 2010 to 2012.!7 Atris had
been hiding bomb-making materials—including nearly three tons of ammonium
nitrate—in a warehouse southwest of the Thai capital.

Authorities sentenced Atris to nearly three years in prison in September 2013, but
released him in September 2014. The United States designated Atris as a terrorist in
April 2015.

In April 2014, Thai authorities arrested and detained two Hezbollah members who
admitted to planning attacks on Israeli tourists in Bangkok. The two men reportedly
arrived in Bangkok on April 13, 2014, and were detained by Thai police on
information supplied by Israeli intelligence. The men admitted a plot to detonate
explosives on Bangkok’s Khao San Road, a nexus for international backpackers,
including young Israelis, during the Jewish holiday of Passover. '8

On November 12, 2024, Israel prime ministers' office published a statement on behalf
of the National Security Council (NSC) calling on the Israeli citizens in Thailand to
stay alert. Earlier the local police issued a warning on the intention of terrorist
organizations to harm Israelis during Full Moon celebrations in Ko Pha Ngan.!® But
the travel warning level to Thailand has not been changed. 2°

The Thai Muslim separatists and Hamas

Following the October 7 massacre in southern Israel Thai nationals were the largest
foreign contingent to fall victim to the attacks, with the Thai Foreign Ministry initially
claiming that 39 were killed by Hamas and Thailand had 23 of its citizens among the
240 hostages being held in Gaza Strip.?!

The Thai government has opened negotiations through all available channels that
could contact Hamas for the release of the Thai hostages. Prior to Hamas’ attack in
October 2023, nearly 30,000 Thais worked in Israeli farms, part of them just
kilometers from the Gaza border.

Not long after the onset of the war in Gaza, Muslim activists in the Southern
provinces of Thailand organized marches in solidarity with Hamas.

Japanese scholar Hara Shintaro, a resident of Pattani, wrote article on the impact of
“Palestine-Israel crisis on Patani in the southern border provinces of Thailand.

On October 12, 2023, the Information Department of BRN released a YouTube clip
titled “Patani-Palestina: Unite for the Sake of Justice and Genuine Peace),” saying
“BRN and Patani Malay Muslims stand by the Muslim brothers and sisters in
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Palestine because we are both colonized, and our fight against the colonizers (the
Siamese in Patani and the Israelis in Palestine) is legitimate.” 2

This was not the first time that BRN has issued such a statement. During the Israel-
Hamas crisis in 2021, BRN posted a video clip via YouTube on 26 May, called: BRN
Supports Efforts of the International Community to End the Palestine-Israel

conflict)”.24

These two clips contain almost identical messages. Without any doubt, BRN’s
empathy and solidarity with the Palestinians is genuine. At the same time, the armed
group also tries to enhance the justification for their struggle by emphasizing the
similarities between Patani and Palestine.

Hara Shintaro noted, “the reactions of the local Muslims are most visible in Facebook
activism, such as posting political messages or changing profile pictures to include
symbols displaying sympathetic support for the Palestinians”. 2

In May 2024, teachers at an Islamic school in Narathiwat dressed the children in
military fatigues and led them in a march with toy guns, carrying Hamas and
Palestinian flags to display solidarity with the people in Gaza. Despite the Hamas
murdered Thai civilians and holding Thais hostage in Gaza.?®

Malaysia and Hamas

Malaysia, a Muslim-majority nation supports the Palestinian cause in general and
Hamas in particular. Malaysia has proved a “paradise” for Hamas in last decades. For
the most part it provided humanitarian, political, financial and propaganda support,
but occasionally goes further. Malaysia enabled or at least turned a blind eye to the
military-terrorist activities Hamas carried out on its soil, although Malaysian
authorities have repeatedly denied it. 2’

The Hamas terror organization launched an unprecedented attack on Israel on October
7, 2023, under the name "Al-Agsa Flood". Hamas fired a rocket barrage of at least
3,000 rockets into Israel and Hamas terrorists crossed the border with Israel. Around
1200 Israelis were killed and 240 were taken hostage. Following the violent attack by
Hamas, Israel launched operation "Iron Swords" and declared a state of war.

Since the Hamas attack on Israel on October 7, 2023, Malaysia is one of the most
vocal supporters of the Hamas terrorist organization and Malaysia's Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim has rejected Western pressure to condemn Hamas.?®

Deputy Prime Minister Ahmad Zahid Hamidi said on October 9, 2023, Malaysia
remains firm and steadfast in its stand that the Palestinians must be granted absolute
freedom from Israel's illegal occupation. Malaysia's strong and unwavering support

for the Palestinian cause is evident in the frequent and forceful statements issued, he
added.”

On October 17, 2023, Malaysian Prime Minister, Anwar Ibrahim, spoke to Ismail

Haniyeh, the Political Bureau Chief of Hamas, and expressed Malaysia’s “unwavering

support for the Palestinian people”. 3°
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Thai Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin made a two-day working visit to Malaysia and
raised the issue of the kidnapped Thais when he met with Prime Minister Anwar. Thai
government spokesperson, said Prime Minister Srettha "sought help from Malaysia
because of their good relations with the Palestinian side."3!

Over several days during a truce between Hamas and Israel, 19 Thai hostages were
released by Hamas.*? Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim said on November 27, 2023 that
his Thai counterpart Srettha Thavisin has expressed gratitude to the Malaysian
government for assisting in the safe release of their hostages held captive by Hamas in
Gaza.’?

Summary

The main terrorist threats in Thailand originate from Muslim movements in the
southern provinces of the country that are fighting against the government, with the
goals ranging from autonomy for the Muslim provinces to the establishment of an
Islamic state governed by Sharia law (Islamic law) and even the unification with
Muslim Malaysia.

Thailand's security forces have so far succeeded in preventing the spill over of
terrorism from the southern provinces of Thailand to other regions of the country.
However, it appears that the effects of the war between Israel and Iran and the other
"Resistance Front" organizations including Hamas may be a source of inspiration for
the terrorist organizations in southern Thailand to try to harm not only the Thai
government, but also Israeli and American targets in the country.
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