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In a significant diplomatic move, Prime Minister Narendra Modi is set to visit Cyprus en route to
the G7 Summit in Canada, marking only the third time an Indian Prime Minister has visited the
Mediterranean nation. This rare stopover, followed by a visit to Croatia on his return, underscores
India's intent to strengthen ties with European nations and enhance its global standing.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s upcoming visit to Cyprus carries strategic significance, especially
as Cyprus prepares to assume the presidency of the Council of the European Union in the near
future. The visit not only strengthens bilateral ties with a trusted Mediterranean partner but also
aligns with India’s broader diplomatic agenda with the European Union.

Cyprus has long supported India on key global issues, and its future role as EU Council President
places it in a pivotal position to shape European policy priorities. For India, this visit provides an
opportunity to engage Cyprus as a key interlocutor on matters of mutual interest — most notably,
the long-pending India-EU Free Trade Agreement (FTA).

Negotiations on the FTA have been ongoing, and New Delhi views stronger collaboration with
Cyprus as a potential bridge to consensus within the EU framework. Prime Minister Modi’s visit
is expected to deepen economic and political cooperation, while also emphasizing India’s
commitment to a comprehensive partnership with the EU.

In the context of evolving geopolitical shifts and the need for resilient global supply chains, this
visit underscores India’s proactive diplomacy in Europe and its determination to expand trade,
investment, and strategic collaboration with the European Union.

The timing of PM Modi's visit to Cyprus holds particular significance. It comes amid growing
solidarity between Turkey and Pakistan, especially following India's Operation Sindoor. The
operation, aimed at countering terrorism, has been a point of contention in India's relations with
Pakistan and its allies. Cyprus's support for India's stance on counterterrorism and its alignment
with EU policies provide a strategic counterbalance to the Turkey-Pakistan axis.



On his return journey, PM Modi will visit Croatia, a key player in the India—Middle East—Europe
Economic Corridor (IMEC). The IMEC is an ambitious infrastructure project aimed at enhancing
connectivity between India, the Middle East, and Europe, promoting economic development and
inter-regional integration. Croatia's strategic location positions it as a vital link in this corridor,
facilitating trade and fostering deeper economic ties between India and Europe.

PM Modi's outreach to Cyprus and Croatia reflects a broader strategy to strengthen India's
diplomatic and economic relations with European nations. This approach not only counters
regional challenges but also positions India as a proactive player in shaping global economic and
security dynamics. By engaging with nations that share India's values and interests, PM Modi aims
to build a coalition that supports India's objectives on the international stage.

Prime Minister Modi's visits to Cyprus and Croatia are emblematic of India's evolving foreign
policy, emphasizing strategic partnerships and regional cooperation. These engagements are
poised to enhance India's influence in Europe and beyond, reinforcing its commitment to
fostering a stable and prosperous global order.



