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Greek - India Relations
A Personal Story with Vision and Strategy

“To be organized for battle is one of the simplest
methods of preserving peace”
—George Washington

In 18 March 2015, | travelled to Jaipur, India to participate in an international
conference on “Counterterrorism” organized by the Indian Foundation and |
delivered an analysis on “illegal Migration, Organized Crime and Human Trafficking in
Greece”.

During the conference, | created a network with Indian academicians, military,
law -enforcement and security professionals that assisted me to comprehend the
idiosyncrasies of the security environment regarding the complexities of the
geoeconomic and geopolitical Indian military, security and political affairs.

In the Greek history, we studied Alexander the Great and how significant is the
Indian culture and history in the world. Alexander the Great admired the Indian
civilization. Greece is the birth of Democracy but India is the largest Democratic
nation in the world.

After the completion of the international conference (18-21 March 2015, in
Jaipur), | returned to Athens, Greece and | was very thrilled of my journey in India.
| committed myself to work hard to enhance Greek-Indian Relations by structuring a
“vision and strategy” for the next nine year.

First, | started to write editorials (in the English language) on Greek-Indian
relations and | posted them on the web site of the Research Institute for European
and American Studies (www.rieas.gr). Second, | contacted an Indian research scholar,
Mrs. Sharma Raagini who studied in UK and lived in New Delhi to contribute
frequently articles on Indian foreign, security, military and history and Indian-Greek
relations.



http://www.rieas.gr

In September 2023, the India-Middle East European Economic Corridor (IMEC)
was established as a potential alternative to the People’s Republic of China (PRC) Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI). The Indian government emerged IMEC to enhance
connectivity and trade between the European Union member-states, Asia Middle
East and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries. IMEC is very significate for
Greece, Cyprus, and Israel since the Indian government envisions a concept of
shipping and rail directions by transferring products to United Arab Emirates (UAE)
and to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) and Jordan towards the port of Haifa in
Israel. From Haifa port, the products transfer to the European Union member states.

Moreover, | continued by contacting Indian research institutions (“think
tanks”) and “Indian forums” to organize zoom workshops, conferences, and seminars
focused on Indian foreign affairs in South East Asia as well as the Indian strategic role
in the Eastern Mediterranean region and in the European Union member-states.

Furthermore, | started to have frequent interviews on Greek Radios and to
promote the Greek-Indian relations in the Greek society. On the beginning, many
Greeks were skeptical on my enthusiasm and vision to discuss how important is for
Greece that the Indian Armed Forces (Navy, Air-force, Army and Special Forces) must
visit Greece and later on to visit also Cyprus, Israel and Egypt. | never give up for nine
years to try to persuade the Greek decision-makers how significant is the Indian and
Greek governments to start discussion together and to activate military and security

relations by welcoming Indian military personnel in the Greek land.

After nine years of continuing hard work, my vision and strategy began to be
implemented by a strengthened Greek-Indian strategic partnership. |t emerged as
early as 2011 when Greece and India agreed to coordinate in battling terrorism and
piracy in the Indian Ocean where Greek-owned shipping faced serious risks.

In 2017, four Indian warships visited the Greek Souda Naval Base in Crete as part of
Indian Navy’s Overseas Deployment (OSD) to the Mediterranean Sea and the West
Coast Africa that can readily serve as the blueprint for expanded permanent naval
cooperation between Greece and India to distinct mutual interest.

| am very proud to observe that Indian fighter jets participated (2023) at the
international military exercises (“Iniochos”) held in a Greek Airforce base. This was
the first time that Indian armed forces were stationed in Greece. Greek fighter jets
are expecting to participate in the Indian military exercise (“Tarang Shakti”) in
September 2024 in India. Greece air-force fighter jets along with Australia,
Bangladesh, Singapore UAE, and the USA will participate in the international military
exercises at Jodhpur in Rajasthan. Furthermore, Greek and Indian authorities
discussed thoroughly on the implementation of the India-Middle East, European
Union Corridor (IMEC).



Moreover, India and Greece foresee the exchange of intelligence-sharing,
exchange of military personnel in their military academies, and exchange of
technology and innovations. Few weeks ago, the Chief of the Greek National Defense
General Dimitrios Houpis travelled to India to meet with his Indian counterpart,
General Anil Saouhan and vital interests for Indian and Greek defense cooperation.

In addition, former Greek Foreign Minister and nowadays (2024) Greek Minister of
Defense, Mr. Nikos Dendias has pointed out that India considers Greece as a
strategic partner with which she connects a long-term friendship. In addition, a
Forum of Friendship (Filia Forum) was formed to bridge Greek-Indian cultural and
historical associations, NGOs, tourist organizations, the emergence of the Greek-
Indian Champer of Commerce and promoting the teaching of the Indian language in
the Greek society.

Indian and Greek decision makers can ask the question: Is the Greek-Indian a
win-win relationship? The answer is yes! The Turkish-Pakistani axis has emerged as
distinct Islamist terrorist threat to both Greece and India making Greek-Indian
politico-economic and strategic collaboration a natural outcome of the desire of both
countries, India and Greece, to safeguard not only their own individual interests but,
also, international stability and security in Southeast Asia, Eastern Mediterranean,
Middle East, North Africa and European Union member-states.

In conclusion, | want to focus my attention to the Turkish-Pakistani dream of
designing a “Caliphate” by expanding Islam and the rule of Sharia globally. However,
Greece, India, Armenia and Assyrians are ancient civilizations and they always have
been networked with each other by trade, culture, history, science and philosophy. |
believe that the only way to resist to a “Caliphate” by Turkish-Pakistani axis is to
utilize the Greek-Indian-and Armenian diaspora on forming a political-economic-
security constructive and efficient partnership. | propose an initiative such as the
Indian-Greek-Armenian Educational Council (IGAEC) which has a mission to educate
and train young leaders and coordinate their policy-making actions in the coming
decades. Human resources and technology are the best alliance for India, Greece and
Armenia to implement the initiative in the near future!

In 2024, we live in perilous times - terrorist acts in Kashmir, war in the Middle
East (Hamas attack on lIsrael), Ukraine-Russian war, emerging of BRICS as a new
multipolar factor in the international community, climate change, dehydration, food
and water crisis, poverty, illegal immigration, human trafficking, increase of terrorism
and antisemitism in Europe establish a dangerous, escalating social and political
turmoil. The strengthening relations between three of the oldest cultures in the
world, India, Greece and Armenia can be an unmistakable signal of determination to
oppose rogue states that are kindling a repeat of the 1930s that led to the most
catastrophic world conflagration ever (WWII) and to work productively together with
the International Community to avoid WWIII.
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EAANVO-IVOLKEG ZXECELC
Mua mTpoowriki LoTopia e OPaLa KOL OTPATNYLKA

«To va eioal MPOETOLUAOUEVOC yLa pdxn ivat pia aro
TI¢c anAovotepeg uedodoug yia tn dtatnpnon tng
eLpnvne»

—George Washington

211¢ 18 Maptiou tou 2015, taidePpa otn Tlaimoup, otnv Ivéia yla vo GUPHETAOXW OF
gva OleBveéc ouvedplo yla tnv  «Avtitpopokpatia»/ «Counterterrorism» Tou
Slopyavwoe to Ivoko 16pupa Kal 0To omoio mapouasioca TtV avaluon Hou yla TV
«MNapavoun Metavaoteuon, Opyavwpévo EykAnua kat Epmopia AvBpwrnwv otnv
EANGSa».

Katd tn Oldpkela tou ouvebpiou, npba oe emkowvwvia pe Ivéoug
aKadNUAIKOUG, OTPATIWTIKOUG, apuodloug emiBoAng Tou VOUOU Kol €MayyeAUATIES
nou e€eldikevovtal oto Xwpo TNG acddlewag. OL moapandavw He Bornbnoav va
Katavonow T Sopopdieg tou TmepLPaAlovtog aodaleiag o oxéon HE TG
TLOAUTTAOKOTNTEC TOU YEWOLKOVOWULKOU KOl YEWTOALTIKOU IvSLlkoU oTpatol, TNng
0P AAELOC KOL TWV TTOALTIKWV UTIOBECEWV.

Itnv eAAnVIKN Lotopia, peAetnoape to Méya AAEEavEpo Kal Tn onuacia tng
WWOLKAG KOUATOUpOG Kal lotopiag otov koopo. O Méyag AAEEavdpog umnpée
Bavpaotig tou Wvdkou moAtilopol. H EAAGda eival n yevetelpa tng Anuokpartiag,
woTooo N lvéia amoteAel To peyaAUTEPO SNUOKPATLKO €BVOC OTOV KOGHO.

Meta tnv oAokAnpwon tou 8ebvoug ouvedpiou (18-21 Maptiov 2015, otn
Tlainovp), emnéotpePpa otnv ABAva, otnv EANAda kal Apouv dlaltepa
evbouolaopévog amo to taidt pou otnv lvéia. AsopeUTNKO VOl EPYACTW OKANPA KoL
va oUUBAA W otn BeAtiwon Twv EAAnvo-IvEikwy oxéocswv Sopwvtag Eva “Opapa Kat
OTPOTNYLKA» VLA TOL EMOUEVA EVVEQ €TN”.



Apxka, €ekivnoa va cuvtaoow apBpa (otnv ayyAlkr) YAwWooa) OXETIKA LE TLC
EAANvoO-IvOIKEG OXE€oelg koL OnuoolevBnka otnv LoTtooeAidba Ttou Epeuvntikou
Ilvotitoutou Eupwnaikwv Kot APEPIKOVIKWY MeAetwv (Www.rieas.gr). Tn CUVEXELQ,
npBa oe emadn pe lvén epeuvnTpla akadnuaiko, tTnv kupia Sharma Raagini, n omola
Tipaypatonoinoe TG onoudeg tng oto Hvwpévo Baoilewo kal €lnoe oto Néo Aelyi,

omou kot ouvetafe MAnBwpa apBpwv yia TNV IvOIK €EWTEPLKN TOALTIKN, TNV
aodAAeLd, TO OTPATO, TNV LoTopLa Kal TG EAAnvo-IvOLKEG oxEoELG.

Tov ZenmtéuBplo tou 2023, 0 OLKOVOULKOG SLadpopog Ivdiag-Méong AvatoAnc-
AvatoAikn¢ Evpwrning (IMEC) eykaBibpuBnke wg pio mbavry eVaAAAKTIK OTNV
npwtoBouAia «Mia Zwvn, Evag Apopoc» (Belt and Road Initiative, BRI) tng Aaikng
Anpokpatiag tng Kivag. H Ivoik kuBépvnon avédelée tov IMEC pe okomd va
BeAtlwoel TN OSLAOUVOECLUOTNTA KOL TO EUMOPLO  HETAEY  KPATWV-HEAWV TNG
Evpwnawkng Evwong EE), tn¢ Actag, thg Méong AvatoAng Kal Twv Xwpwv TOU
YupBouliou Zuvepyaoiag tou KoArou (GCC). O IMEC eival dlaitepa onpavtikog ya
Vv EAAGSa, tn Kumpo kat 1o lopanA edopévou ot n Ivoikn kuBEpvnon opapatiletal
€va Olktuo aktomAoikwv Kot oldnpodpoulkwy YpauUwV Tou Ba petadEpouv
npoiovta and ta Hvwpéva ApaPika Eppata (HAE), to Baoidelo tng Zaoudikng
Apafiag kat TnVv lopdavia mpog to Alpavt tng Xaiwdpa oto lopanA. And to AHAvL TG
Xaipa ta mpoidvra Ba petadEpovral ota kKpatn HEAN tng EE.

ErmunpooB£twg, cuvéxLoa TNV MPOOTIABOELA POoU EPXOUEVOG O emadr) He WVOIKA
EPELVNTIKA votitouta («be€apeveg okEPNC») kat «wdkad forums», yla 1N
Slopyavwon gpyaotnpilwv HEow zoom, cuvedpiwv Kal oepvapiwy mou eotialav oe
intApata woIkNG e€wteplkng TOATIKAG otn NotwoavatoAlky Acio Kol OTov
oTPOTNYLKO pOAo tNnNG Ivbiag otnv meploxn tng AvatoAkng Mecoyeiou kal otnv
Evupwnn.

ErumA€ov, apxLoa va €Xw OUXVEC OUVEVTEUEELG 0 EAANVIKOUC padlodwvikoug
otaOpoug kot va mpowbw TG EAANVO-LVOLKEC OXEDCELC OoTNV EAANVIKA KOWwvia, TNV
apxn, apketol EAAnvecg umtnpéav okemtikol 6cov adopd Tov EvOOUCLACHO HOU Kol TO
OpOUA HOoU yla TIG EAANVO-LVOLKEG OXEOELC. M0 OUYKEKPLUEVA, OXETLKA LE TN onpacia
mou Ba eixe ywa tnv EAAGSa katl TNV avaykolotnta eNoKePng TwV VOIKWV EVOTIAWV
Suvapewv (Nautikd, Aspomopia, Itpatog kot Eldikég Auvapelg) otnv EAAGda, otn
ouvéxela otn Kumpo, oto lopanA kat otnv Aiyunto. Mapd tig apdiBolisg mou
unnpéav, edw kal evvéa Xpovia dev otapdtnoo va mpoonobw va MEow TOoug
‘EAAnveg 1BUvovteg yla tn onuacia ekkivnong EAAnvo-wvdikwv oculntrioewv Kot TN
Snuloupyla OTPATIWTIKWY OXECEWV Kol OXEoewv aodaleiag pEow tTNG UTOSOXNC
IvOwV oTpaTlwTiKwV o€ EAANVLKO £6adoc.

Meta amo evvéa Xpovia adlakomnG okAnpng¢ epyaciag, To Opapa Kal n
oTpATNYLKA HOU apxloav va emiBefalwvovial pHEow HLag eVioxupévng EAAnvo-
WOIKNG oTpatnylkn¢ ouvepyaoiag. H OUYKEKPLUEVN ouvepyaoia gpdaviotnke to


http://www.rieas.gr

2011 o6tav n EAAada kat n Ivéila cupdwvnoa os pia GUVTOVIOUEVN QAvVTNON yla TNV
KOTATMOAEUNON TNG TPOUOKPOTIAC KAl TNG TIELPATELAC OTOV LVOLKO WKEAVO, OTIOU Ta
eAAnvika kapafla avtipetwnilav cofapoug KvdUvouc.

To 2017, técoepa WVOIKA TIOAEULKA TTAOL ETLOKEPONKAV TNV EAANVLKNA VOUTLIKN
Baon tng Zoudag otnv Kpntn, oto mAaiowo tng Ynepmovrtiag Avantuéng tou Ivdikou
Itpatol (OSD) otn Mecodyelo kal otn Autikr) AKT tng AdpPLKNG, n omoio pmopet
€UKOAQ va XPNOLUEVOEL WG TIPOTUTIO YO pLa HOVIUN SltapBpwpévn ouvepyaoia Tou
vauTtikol petaéu EAANAdac kat Ivdlag pe otdoxo tnv €€aocddAion apolfaiwv
OUUDEPOVTWV.

Elpot mepridavog mou mopatnpw OTL TA WWSLKA paxnTikad agpookddn (2023)
OUMMETElXQV  otn  Oebvy  otpatwwtiky  doknon  («Hvioxog»), n  omola
nipayuatonolnonke oe eAAnVIKN agpomoptkn Baon. MNa mpwtn ¢opd WOLKEG EVOTTAEC
duvapelc PBpiokovtav oe eAAnVikO £6adog. Ta eAANVIKA HOXNTIKA oepooKAdNn
OVOEVETAL VO CUMHUETAOXOUV OTNV LVOLKN OoTpaTwwTkA doknon («Tarang Shaki») tov
YentéuBplo tou 2024 otnyv Ivéia. H EAAada pe ta agpookadn tng 6o CUUHUETEXEL OTLC
OleBVELC OTPATIWTLKEG AOKNOEL 0To Tlovtyxmoup otn Patlaotdv, amd Kowou HE TV
Avotpalia, To MmaykAaviég, tn Zykamoupn, ta Hvwpéva Apafilkd Eptpdta Kat Tig
HMA. EKTOG Twv mapamavw, ol EAANVIKEG KoL OL LVOLKEG apXEG oulnTNOAV EKTEVWG
OXETIKA HME TNV UAomoinon tou olkovoulkoU Sladpopou Ivdiag-Méong AvatoAng-
AvatoAikn¢ Eupwnng, yvwotog we IMEC.

ErunpooBeta, n Ivbia kat n  EAAGSa mpoPAémouv TtV  avraAAayn
nAnpo@optwv, TNV avtoAAayr OTPOTIWTIKOU TIPOCWTILKOU OTIG OTPOATLWTLKEG
akadnuieg kat tnv avrtaAlayn texvoAoylag Kal Kawvotoplwy. Mpwv peptkeg eBSouadec,
o Apxnyoc tng EBvikNg Apuvag tng EANASag, o Xtpatnyog AnuATPLO¢ Xoumng
taéidbePe otnv Ivdia yla va cuvavinBel pe tov Ivb6 opoAoyo tou, Tov Itpatnyo Anil
Saouhan kat va cuintiioouv ta {wTtka cupdépovta yla TNV EAAnvo-tvéikn apuvtikn
ouvepyaoia.

ErmumAéov, o mpwnv umoupyog eEwteplkwyv tng EAAASAC KoL Vuv umoupyog Apuvog
(2024), kog Nikog Aévdlag emeonuave ot n Ivdia Bewpel tnv EANGASO oTpaTNYIKO
€TOLPO pE TOV omolo TN ouvdéel pakpoxpovia dlia. Ektog autol, dnuioupyndnke
éva «forum ¢puliag» («Filia Forum») yia tn Stacuvdeon kot tnv avadelén twv EAAnvo-
LVOLKWV TIOALTIOULIKWY KAl LOTOPLKWY Seopwv, Twv MKO, TwV TOUPLOTIKWY OPYQVIOUWY,
TV avantuén twv EAANVO-LVOIKWY €UmMopkwV SEOpWV Kol TNV mpowbnon tng
S18aokaliog tng WWoIKNAC YAwooag otnv eEAANVIKN Kowwvia.

Ot Ivéoi kat ot EAAnveg urteuduvol AnYing amopaocswv uropouv vo J€oouv To
e€nc epwtnuoa: ArtoteAouv ot EAAnvo-tvdikég oxéoelg, oxéoeic auotBaiou opéioug; H
artavrnon eivat vat! O TOUPKO-TIAKLOTOVLIKOG afovag €xel avaduBel wg pa Slakpln
LOAQLOTLKA) TPOMOKPATLKA amelAr] T0oo yla tnv EAAada 6co kat yiwa tnv Ivdia,
KaBlotwvtag tnv EAANVO-WVOLKA TIOALTLKOOIKOVOULKH KOl OTPATNYLK) OUVeEpyaoia
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dUOoLKO amotéAeopa tTNG emBupiag Twv duo Kpatwy, tng Ivdiag katl tng EAAadag, va
Stadulatouv Oxt povo ta Skd TOug OTOULKA cupdépovta, oAAA Kat tn &lebvn
otaBepotnta kat acpaiela otn NotwoavatoAikn Acia, tTnv AvatoAiky Meooyelo, Tn
Méon AvatoAn, tTn Bopela Adpikn kat otnv Evpwrnaikn Evwon.

Ev kotakAeldL, BEAw va emIkeVTpwOwW 0TO TOUPKO-TIAKLOTAVIKO Afova yla Th
Snuoupyla evog “XaAwdpatouv” péow tng €€dmAwong tou IoAdu Kal tou loAapikol
vopou (Sharia) maykoouiwg. Av kat n EAAada, n Ivéia kot n Apuevia kot ot Acouptot
eivatr apyaiot moAltiopoi Kol E€MIKOWVWVOUOOV TIAVTA MECW TOU EUMOPLOU, TNG
KOUATOUPQG, TNG LOTOPLOG, TWV EMOTNUWV Kal TNG dthocodiag, motelw OTL 0 HOVOG
TPOTOC va avtiotabolpe oe €va “XoAlpato” amd tov ToUPKO-TIAKLOTAVIKO Afova
elvat va oaflomoujooupe TNV €AANVIKN, WOLKA KAl  apUEVIKN  Slaomopd
Stapopdwvovtag pia EMOLKOSOUNTLKNA KOl AMOTEAECUATIKI) CUVEPYAOLOl OTOUG TOUELS
TNG OolKovouiag, TG MOALTIKAC Kal TG acdpaAelag. Mpoteivw pla mpwtofoulia Omwe
10 Ivéiko-EAANVIKO-Apuéviko ZuuBoUAlo (IGAEC) to omolo €XeL w¢ AMOOTOANR va
EKMTALOEVOEL KOL VO KATAPTIOEL TOUG VEOUG NYETEC KOL VAL CUVTOVIOEL TIG SPACELS TOUG
UTELOUVEG yla TNV XApa&n TOALTIKAG yla TG emopeveg Oekaetiec. To avOpwrmivo
Suva Ko Kal n texvoloyia sivat n KaAUTepn cuppaxia yia tnv Ivéia, tnv EAAada kat
Vv Apuevia yia va uAomotnBel n mpwtoBoulia oto gyyug LEAAOV.

Ito 2024, ToUpe o€ €MIKIVOUVOUG KOLPOUG- TPOLIOKPOTLKEG EVEPYELEG OTO
Kaouip, o moAepog otn Méon AvatoAn (emiBeon tng Xauag oto lopanl), o Pwoo-
Oukpavikog MoAepog, n avaduon twv BRICS wg €vag vEog MOAUTIOALKOG TTapAyOovTaS
otn &Lebvn kowotnTa, N KAtk aldayn, n Enpacia, n €MLOLTIOTIKA Kplon Kal n
Kplon yla To vepo, N GTWYELD, N TIAPAVOUN HETOVACTEUCH, N EUMopia avBpwnwy, n
av&non NG TPOUOKPATIOG KOL TOU avTlonuitiopou otnv Eupwrn €xouv odnynoel os
pLoe emikivéuvn, KALLOKOUHEVN KOWWVLIKN Kal TOALTIK avatapaxn. H ouopién twv
OxXéocwv, UETAéU TWV TPLWV MAAALOTEPWYV MOALTIOUWVY OTOV KOouo, tn¢ Ivéiag, tng
EAAaédac kat tng Apueviag, pnopel va amoteAéosl éva adtaudiofritnto onuadt tng
ano¢dacLoTIKOTNTAG TOUG va avtitaxbouv ota KpAdtn mopieg mou mupodotouv pia
emavaAnyn tng dekaetiog tou 1930 mou 06AyNOE O0TNV TLO KATAOTPOPLKN TIAYKOOULA
ouppaén (B’ Maykoouog MOAENOG) Kal va CUVEPYOLOTOUV TTAPOYWYLKA artd KOoU HE
™ 81Ebvn kowvotnta yla va amoduyouv va I’ Maykoouo MNoAepo.
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