COULD THE YANKS SAVE THE DAY?
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In 2010, Greece went officially bankrupt. The EU/IMF bailout pantomime
that followed, exclusively aiming to save the creditors and sink the
country, is now established as the “normal” state of Greek affairs.

Greece is caught in a nasty spiral of dictatorial creditor demands, growing
loss of sovereignty, expanding social crisis, and an economy that sees no
way other than down.

To add to all this, Greece is at risk of permanent destabilization because
of the undeclared “no war” carried out against her by Turkey via the
waves of illegal Muslim “irregular migrants” that show no signs of abating.

With her northern border now blocked by the determined action of her
neighbors, and the largely Muslim throngs unable to push across frontiers
to reach the affluent core of Europe, Greece is now condemned to being
the open air collection station for all the unwanted humanity from the
Middle East and many parts of Asia and Africa.

Leaving aside the existential coffee shop questions about the future of
“united” Europe, currently occupying the attention of Western European
elites, Greece faces a grim immediate and more distant future.

Her politicians have demonstrated beyond any reasonable doubt that they
are incapable of providing the leadership required in these extraordinary
times. Whether on the so-called Right or Left, they have all miraculously
coalesced around the principle of acting as delegated agents of foreign
governments instead of protecting and promoting the national interest.
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Caught in their perpetual squabbles of grotesque politicking, and focused
on how to preserve their privileges and those of their clients in the
electorate, the politicians can offer limited hope for the future of Greece.

On the practical level, the Greek state apparatus, devastated by vicious
budget cuts and still overstaffed and often non-performing, has no means
left to deal with the national crisis.

Last summer’s unprecedented migrant onslaught from the Turkish shores
exposed the inability of Greek authorities to nominally respond to the
deluge, leading to the proliferation of various foreign volunteers taking it
upon themselves to act on Greek soil as it were their own dedicated back
yard.

The onslaught also exposed the paralysis of Greek security agencies and
the government itself; the “solution” thus chosen in order to deal with the
deluge of illegal migrants was transporting them to Athens and literally
turning them loose on the city.

Nowadays those who speak “on the condition of anonymity” are brutally
honest: time is running out in trying to avert a sudden Greek implosion
with incalculable security, social, and economic effects. The nominally
“leftist” SYRIZA government is universally derided as a kindergarten
playground association of people who have little, if any, notion of what to
do and how to handle potentially lethal challenges.

Against this backdrop, there are three main conclusions that confront the
country:

e European “solidarity,” now expressed solely through arm twisting,
nasty talk, and open blackmail, can serve no practical purpose in
helping to secure Greece’s existence as an organized state (the
term ‘organized’ used all too cautiously).

e The situation, especially after this last summer’s invasion of the
country by the “irregulars,” is past the point of no return; unless
something drastic is done soon or, preferably, now, Greece could
become the first collapsed state of the European “union.”

e The European torrent of words - proposed policies, arguments,
counter-arguments, philosophies, and endless debates on what the
‘consensus narrative’ should be as a solution to the European crisis
- is now irrelevant in saving Greece from the worst and, therefore,
a different rescue avenue must be found immediately.



And there’s the rub—how do you get out of this European vice strangling
the country and into an urgently different “consensus narrative” on what
to do and who to “trust” in trying to salvage what can still be salvaged?

Given Greece's postwar history, and her failed attempts to become
earnestly “European,” the only solution appears to lie across the Atlantic.

While relations between Greece and the United States have been shaky in
recent years—few remember today the much touted US-Greek ‘strategic
relationship’ of the final socialist Pasok days—a practical rapprochement
between Athens and Washington on many issues may be the only avenue
left open in the current impasse.

This is, of course, easier said than done. Washington’s counterproductive
relations with Turkey, and the refusal of established pro-Turkey lobbies
inside the US diplomatic and political establishment to recognize Turkey’s
inimical role in NATO, make things difficult. America adopting Albania,
FYROM, Bosnia, and Kosovo as convenient servant “partners” in the
Balkans guarantee more complications. Greece'’s traditional good ties with
Russia would undoubtedly draw fire from American conservatives. And the
current, ill-advised rapprochement between Israel and Turkey would
further aggravate the situation.

Yet, Greece is still an irreplaceable geostrategic asset for American
security interests, especially now that it is becoming clearer by the day
that Turkey finally can prove, via its own actions, how fragile the
myth of “Turkey, the bulwark of the West” is. With the Islamists
increasing their grip on the country, Greece could offer the firm pivot for
US security interests in the Aegean and the Eastern Med.

The year 2016 will be critical for Greece’s survival. Time is short.
Brussels, Berlin, et.al. provide no answers and no solutions, and have
only suffering, degradation, masqueraded distaste, and neo-Calvinist
sermons to offer.

Greek public opinion needs to re-educate itself urgently: clinging to the
Eurozone and the fickle dreams of European “unity” received a decisive
blow last summer. It is time to think things through and make radical
changes. Those who want Greece the backwater failed state of the “united
states of Europe” should be bypassed. Otherwise, the future is already
here and could make the present crisis look like a stroll in the park.



