
Volume 5                      Number 2                     December 2022                     ISSN 2585-383X 

 

 

JOURNAL of EUROPEAN and 

AMERICAN INTELLIGENCE STUDIES 
AN INTERNATIONAL PEER-REVIEWED JOURNAL 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

Research Institute for European and American Studies – RIEAS  

Department of Security and Intelligence Studies – Coastal Carolina University 



2 | J E A I S  
 

  



3 | J E A I S  
 

 

 

 

 

JOURNAL of EUROPEAN and AMERICAN 

INTELLIGENCE STUDIES 

AN INTERNATIONAL PEER-REVIEWED JOURNAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volume 5                      Number 2                     December 2022                     ISSN 2585-383X 



4 | J E A I S  
 

JOURNAL of EUROPEAN and AMERICAN INTELLIGENCE STUDIES 
 

An international peer-reviewed journal 
 

Sponsored by the Research Institute for European and American Studies – RIEAS  

Under the editorial direction of the   

Department of Security and Intelligence Studies – Coastal Carolina University 

   
 

 

Subscriptions 
Individual rate: 100 Euros | 100 US Dollars | 85 UK Pounds 

Institutional rate: 200 Euros | 200 US Dollars | 170 UK Pounds 
 

Mission and Scope 

The Journal of European and American Intelligence Studies (JEAIS, formerly the Journal of 

Mediterranean and Balkan Intelligence —JMBI) is published by the Research Institute for 

European and American Studies (RIEAS) under the editorial direction of the Department of 

Security and Intelligence Studies at Coastal Carolina University. It is an international 

academic-led scholarly publication that focuses on the field of intelligence and related 

areas of study and practice, such as terrorism and counterterrorism, domestic and 

international security, geopolitics, and international relations. The journal’s rationale is 

driven by the global nature of security challenges, where we are called more than ever 

to communicate and work collaboratively to solve our common problems. Thus, the 

JEAIS aspires to promote an international dialogue between diverse perspectives and 

experiences, based on original research on the broader European and American practice 

and study of intelligence. The JEAIS is an all-inclusive academic platform that allows 

accomplished and emerging scholars and practitioners from both the public and private 

sectors to share their knowledge, ideas and approach to intelligence studies. By crafting 

each journal issue through a rigorous and highly selective screening process of potential 

contributors, and an exhaustive review process, the JEAIS adheres to its mission, which 

is three-fold: (a) to provide an equal opportunity for academics and practitioners of 

intelligence to discuss and challenge established and emerging ideas; (b) to address 

existent knowledge gaps by advancing new knowledge; and (c) to shape the evolution of 

intelligence scholarship beyond traditional communities of research. 
 

Editorial Offices 

John M. Nomikos, Founding/Honorary Editor: PO Box 427, 17402 Alimos, Greece. 

E-mail: secretary@rieas.gr | Tel: +30-210-991-1214 | RIEAS: www.rieas.gr. 
 

Joseph Fitsanakis, Managing Editor: Department of Intelligence and Security Studies, 

Coastal Carolina University, PO Box 261954, Conway, SC 29528-6054, United States 

E-mail: jfitsanak@coastal.edu | Tel: +1-843-349-6618 | CCU: www.coastal.edu. 

 

Copyright © 2022 RIEAS. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be 

reproduced, stored, transmitted, or disseminated in any form or by any means without 

prior written permission from the Research Institute for European and American Studies 

(RIEAS). This authorization does not extend to any other kind of copying by any means, 

in any form, and for any purpose other than private research use. Permissions. For 

further information, please contact John M. Nomikos at: rieasinfo@gmail.com. 



5 | J E A I S  
 

JOURNAL of EUROPEAN and AMERICAN INTELLIGENCE STUDIES 
 

An international peer-reviewed journal 
 

Sponsored by the Research Institute for European and American Studies – RIEAS  
 

Under the editorial supervision of the   

Department of Security and Intelligence Studies – Coastal Carolina University 
   

 

Founding/Honorary Editor 

John M. Nomikos 
Director, Research Institute for European and American Studies, Greece 

 

Managing Editors 

Christian Kaunert 
Chair of Policing and Security, University of South Wales, United Kingdom 

Professor of International Security and Chair of the International Masters in Intelligence, Strategy and 
Security Studies, Dublin City University, Ireland 

Joseph Fitsanakis 
Professor Department of Security and Intelligence Studies 

Director, Intelligence Operations Command Center, Coastal Carolina University, United States 
   

 

Editorial Board 
 

Adam Svendsen (UK) 

Shlomo Shpiro (Israel) 

Bob de Graaff (The Netherlands) 

Michael Goodman (UK) 

Andrew Liaropoulos (Greece) 

Leo S.F. Lin (Taiwan) 

Thomas Wegener Friis (Denmark) 

Yannis Stivachtis (USA) 

Jorhena Thomas (USA) 

Humberto Hinestrosa (Venezuela) 

Kiril Avramov (Bulgaria) 

Glen Segell (Israel) 

Jonathan Acuff (USA) 

Darko Trifunovic (Serbia)  

Jonathan Smith (USA)

   

 

Coastal Carolina University Supervisory Board 
 

Anne Berler 

Mark Chandler 

Matthew Cobb 

Christopher Ferrero 

Bridget Nolan 

Jordan Roberts

  

 

Cover Artist 

Lauren Wolf 
(www.artbylaurenwolf.com, E-mail: lawolf90@gmail.com)  



6 | J E A I S  
 

  



7 | J E A I S  
 

 

Contents 
 
 

Editor’s Note 
 

Joseph Fitsanakis                 page   9 
 

 
 
 

Counter-Terrorism in the European Union: The Role of Intelligence Co-operation 
  

Artur Gruszczak                 page 13 
 
 

 

Recruitment Strategies and Methods of Jihadist Groups in the Sahel 
 

Marco Fais                  page 33 
 
 

 

Such a Way with Words: Narrative Construction in Russia’s Domestic News Coverage 
of Private Military Companies in the Central African Republic 
 

Taylor Ham                   page 45 
 

 
 

Operational Utilization of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles: Introducing New Dynamics in 
Regional Conflicts 
 

Dimitrios Kalogiannis                 page 73 
 
 

 

Pashtuns: Madrassas’ Cannon Fodders 
 

Kaneshka Nawabi and Christian Kaunert              page 87 
 
 

 

Casus Belli: A Unique Opportunity to Reposition the Hellenic Defence Strategy and 
Neutralise a Political Erratum 
 

Vasileios Valasakis               page 105 
 

 
 

Call for Papers and Editorial Guidelines 
 

JEAIS Editors                page 127 
 
 

 

Endnotes 
 

From Nawabi & Kaunert              page 129 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 | J E A I S  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9 | J E A I S  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note 
 
 

Joseph Fitsanakis 
 

Professor, Department of Intelligence and Security Studies, Coastal Carolina University 
 

 

 

As the tumultuous year 2022 comes to a close, the editorial team of the Journal of 

European and American Intelligence Studies (JEAIS) is pleased to present yet another 

multi-themed issue of our publication. In this tenth issue of JEAIS, we have included six 

carefully reviewed studies that present our readers with a varied and comprehensive 

analysis of topics that are both timely and relevant. We believe that the subject of 

relevance is crucial here: never in the post-Cold War environment has the field of 

intelligence been more pertinent to our lives. The authors of our present issue aptly 

demonstrate that relevance through their work. 

In his well-crafted article, “Counter-Terrorism in the European Union: The Role of 

Intelligence Co-operation”, Artur Gruszczak, Professor of Social Sciences at Poland’s 

Jagiellonian University, offers a detailed critique of what he refers to as the “diminished 

effectiveness in national counter-terrorism efforts” within the European Union. Professor 

Gruszczak employs a post-functionalist approach in order to trace and analyze the recent 

transformation of the European Union’s counter-terrorism intelligence cooperation 

(CTIC) “from the formula of strategic intelligence community to a multifarious 

conglomerate of bi- and multi-lateral networks.” He concludes that it is not too late or 

the European Union to mend its CTIC model. However, much work needs to be done to 

that end, and without delay. 

Marco Fais, a highly accomplished analyst with the International Criminal Police 

Organization (INTERPOL), is an ally of this publication. His work was first hosted in 



10 | J E A I S  
 

our pages in Volume 5, Issue 1 of JEAIS. Earlier this year, Marco entrusted us with yet 

another of his articles, which is titled “Recruitment Strategies and Methods of jihadist 

Groups in the Sahel”. In this article, he returns to his primary focus, which is the intricate 

mosaic of jihadist militancy in the volatile Sahel region of Africa. Fais points out that 

Sahelian armed groups place an inordinate amount of attention to recruiting new 

members. Yet it is wrong to suggest, he argues, that recruitment and retention methods 

and the same across all jihadist groups. In fact, groups that may operate in the same 

territory, follow widely differing approaches. For instance, Boko Haram recruits 

proportionally more children and women than any other group. Other groups, like Al-

Qaida in the Land of the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), tend to recruit mostly male rank-

and-file personnel across the ethnic and racial spectrums, but hire commanders locally. 

Some groups have an international orientation and are staffed largely by a broad range 

of nationalities. Along with differences, there are common trends, Fais writes: for 

instance, in highly unstable areas, new recruits join these groups, “not because they 

believe in the[ir] ideology [...], but out of desperation.” Ultimately, these trends are 

utilized by the groups’ recruiters, “who are knowledgeable of the dynamics of local 

societies”, Fais concludes. 

In our third article, Taylor Ham, an MA student at the University of Texas’s Center for 

Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies, examines the obscure world of Russian 

Private Military Contractors (PMCs), from the point of view of Russia’s domestic news 

media. Ham notes that scholarly research has little to say about the way in which the 

Kremlin’s narratives are utilized to pacify the Russian population. The author focuses 

on the two most prolific Russian news agencies, RIA Novosti and TASS, and uses 

critical discourse analysis to identify patterns in their narratives about Russian 

mercenary operations in the Central African Republic (CAR) between 2016 and 2021. 

Ham finds that, rather than addressing the presence of PMCs in the CAR, these outlets 

sought to distract their audiences “from events involving mercenary groups and framed 

the situation through several core themes, namely beneficial economic and military 

cooperation, or violence.” 

The timely subject of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) and their role in regional 

conflicts is examined by our fourth author, Dimitrios Kalogiannis, a captain in the 

Hellenic Armed Forces. In his well-written article, Kalogiannis attempts to establish a 

link between this new technology and the phenomenon of combat escalation in regional 

conflicts around the world. He discusses a number of recent and ongoing regional 

conflicts in order to make the claim that the use of UAVs and other unmanned aerial 

systems is literally “shap[ing] new dynamics in regional conflicts.” This is likely to 

continue to happen, Kalogiannis argues, as shown by the propensity of military 

commanders and policymakers to use UAVs “increasingly aggressively and creatively” 

in order to “ensure multi-tiered battlefield supremacy in different combat situations.” 
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The article selection in our present issue includes a guest appearance by Professor 

Christian Kaunert, who co-manages JEAIS’ editorship. Professor Kaunert has teamed 

up with one of his PhD researchers, Kanishka Nawabi, in co-authoring the article: 

“Pashtuns: Madrassas’ Cannon Fodders.” The term madrassa refers simply to a school, 

but Nawabi and Kaunert focus on the historical transformation of madrassas into 

political organizations in Pakistan and Afghanistan. They argue that the emergence of 

the Afghan Taliban “is part of the same continuum of madrassa-led policy to instigate 

political violence against the Afghan state.” In fact, the Pashtuns, who form the popular 

base of the Taliban movement, have been consistently targeted by madrassa-led “religious 

narratives [aiming] to recruit Pashtuns” to the Taliban, by glorifying violence. Consequently, 

the role of madrassas in promoting jihad in Pakistan and Afghanistan has been central 

to the history of that movement, the authors claim. 

Our final author is a financial strategist, who employs the methodology of his trade in 

order to decipher the complex dynamics of the Greek-Turkish rivalry in the eastern 

Mediterranean. Vasileios Valasakis argues that recent developments in the region present 

Greece with a unique opportunity to “reposition herself in the peripheral chessboard.” 

But, to do so, the country should seek to expand her territorial shelf to 8.5 miles, while 

“incorporating the doctrine of Anticipatory First Strike” against Turkey. This is bound 

to animate Turkey, and may be seen as aggressive, even by Greece’s allies, Valasakis 

concedes. However, he claims that these moves by Athens will ultimately “comprise a 

dynamic deterrence policy” that will actually enhance dialogue between Greece and 

Turkey, “safeguard the interests of the Western alliance” and ultimately promote peace 

and stability in the Mediterranean. 

The JEAIS editorial team thanks our authors for adding their informed voices to yet 

another well-timed and insightful issue of this publication. True to its founding mission, 

JEAIS remains responsive to its readership, whose members are encouraged to contact 

the editorial team with comments, suggestions and criticism about our content. 
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