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      Modern international relations after World War II have been characterized by the increasing 

role of international institutions acting as regulating mechanisms of international affairs. Being 

the most representative forum for discussions among the states on the issues of international 

concerns the United Nations not only occupies a central place in the system of international 

organizations, but also plays a crucial role in the contemporary international development and its 

Charter is a foundation of modern international law, a kind of universally accepted code of 

conduct of states and their relationships.  

      The world is changing, and with this reality the UN has faced with additional challenges, 

which demand the improvement of old and creating new work mechanisms. As former UN 

Secretary General Kofi Annan stated, the UN does not exist as a static monument to the 

aspirations of a bygone era, and being changing mechanism, imperfect, like all human creations, 

but is able to rebuild and improve". These words reflect the main thrust of the reform process of 

the Organization necessary to bring its activities into compliance with the requirements of the 

time. 

       In this respect, the adaptation of the UN to a dramatic shift in the international political 

landscape becomes demand of the time. The conceptual questions such as what should be the 

priorities of the Organization in modern era, of which its functions can be delegated to regional 
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organizations or coalitions of states, what are the conditions and limits of the UN intervention in 

the internal affairs of sovereign states, as well as how to combine the principle of universality 

with a special status of the permanent members of the UN Security Council, etc. become relevant 

today. In other words, all these mean the need for dramatic reform of UN and its institutions. 

       The debate about the urgent need for change in the Organization has been continuing for a 

long time, but at the beginning of the new millennium, this issue has a special actuality. 

Obviously the main focus in this process should be done on the reform of the UN Security 

Council, suggesting increase in membership of the board, the improvement of the working 

methods and the implementation of sanction mechanisms used by the Council in its activities.  

      One of the main reasons for the lack of effectiveness of the Council lies in its inability and 

unwillingness in some cases to ensure the implementation of its resolutions. A graphic example 

is the Armenian-Azerbaijan, Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.  

      As is known, the illegal demands on the transfer of the NKAO from the Azerbaijan SSR to 

the Armenian SSR, which began in 1988, escalated into an armed conflict after the collapse of 

the USSR. As a result of military actions Armenia has occupied not only the former NKAO, but 

also the seven adjoining administrative districts of Azerbaijan. About one million Azerbaijanis 

were forced to leave the former NKAO and other occupied regions as well as Armenia, and 

became refugees and internally displaced persons.  

      In 1993 the UN Security Council adopted 4 resolutions (NN 822, 853, 874, 884) in 

connection with the armed seizure of the Azerbaijani territories. In these resolutions the 

appurtenance of Nagorno-Karabakh region to Azerbaijan was confirmed, sovereignty and 

territorial integrity of the Azerbaijan Republic, integrity of its international borders and 

inadmissibility of using force for the acquisition of territories were reconfirmed. The resolutions 

demanded immediate termination of all hostile actions, immediate and unconditional withdrawal 

of all occupying forces from all occupied regions of Azerbaijan Republic, in this context – call 

for restoration of economic, transport and energy connections in the region, return of refugees 

and IDPs to the places of permanent residence. Considering the aforesaid, it is obvious that the 

actions of the Armenia should be regarded as a violation of the fundamental principles of 

international law.  

      The resolutions of the UN Security Council are legally binding for all member states of the 

United Nations (articles 25, 48 of the UN Charter). They are final and cannot be appealed. 

However, until now the Armenian military forces has not adhered to the terms of these 

resolutions and continues occupying Azerbaijani territories.  
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      While the UN Security Council is endowed with sufficient powers necessary for the proper 

execution of its resolutions by the member states of the UN, unfortunately sometimes it does not 

execute its resolutions or properly follow the application of the requirements of its verdicts.  

The experience of using sanctions against Iraq (in connection with the attack of Iraq against 

Kuwait), Yugoslavia and Libya, may serve as an illustration of the capabilities of the Security 

Council. However, the case with the mentioned conflict in the South Caucasus demonstrates that 

the resolutions of the UN Security Council are not always realized. In other words, the execution 

of the resolutions of the Council in some cases and not implementation of the same body in other 

cases cannot be called anything other than a policy of double standards, which undermines the 

credibility and efficiency of the body, turning it into a formally existing archaic structure. This 

reality is an additional proof for the need of reform of UN so that its decisions are applied 

immediately and properly which is important for the credibility of the organization as a main 

institution for the security and peace in the world. 

      International political commentators often use the word "relic" of the UN Security Council, 

laying in the use of this term has two main ideas: the first implies the absence of activity, the 

second –  worship, despite the fact that the organization is more like a relic of the past. Although 

the UN's role in a multipolar-world as the only global international organization capable of 

solving the problems of international security should be enhanced. The competence of the United 

Nations covers a wide range of problems. Moreover, currently, there is no real alternative to the 

UN, other organizations are only able to supplement its activities.  

       It is obvious that taking into account also the recent worrying processes in the world it is 

high time to reform the UN, on which depends the future effectiveness and vitality of the 

Organization as well as peace and security in the world as a whole. The reform should cover all 

areas of the organization`s activity, especially the activity of the Security Council, as a main 

body responsible for maintaining peace and security in the world.  

      However, among the five permanent members of the Security Council and member states of 

the UN there is no consensus on the question how and what should be reformed in UN, moreover 

whether there is a real need for the reforms. They have different approaches and methods of 

solving problems, and ideological and moral disagreements become a stumbling block in the 

activities of the Council and do not contribute to the resolution of international conflicts. 

Working mechanisms and double-standards policy of the Security Council don`t allow it to 

perform adequately its duties and responsibilities to maintain peace and security on Earth. The 

system of the UN Security Council should be improved, because “the price" of it is peace and 
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security as well as the future of the UN itself as organization that is supposed to serve the interest 

of whole humanity.  


