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CROSS-DOMAIN APPROACHES TO INTELLIGENCE ANALYSIS
The topic of the next issue of the Journal of Mediterranean and
Balkan Intelligence (JMBI) is “Cross-domain approaches to
intelligence analysis.” This issue will address new insights on
intelligence analysis by bringing together multi-sector
practitioners. This special issue aims to publish empirical and
review/synthesis papers in relation to intelligence analyses’ new
challenges, needs and tools. Perspectives from the academic,
government and private sectors that address practical and
theoretical issues regarding the analytical process are expected to
provide a collective volume aimed at identifying common
grounds for a cross-domain collaborative debate.
In a world where the understanding of threats and risks have
become a complex challenge, analysts are required to produce
actionable intelligence needed to strengthen a priori collective
resilience in the face of tomorrow’s unknown(s). In order to
protect their respective homelands and interests domestically and
overseas, governments need to provide accurate and timely
analyses not only to inform policy-makers, but also to support and
enhance intelligence-led capacity-building for prevention,
intervention and enforcement actions.
Similar to governments, the private sector has the mission and the
need to protect company assets at the domestic and at the
international level. In recent decades, the private sector has
created intelligence units in order to rely less on
government-generated intelligence and more on the in-house
production of information. This intelligence is tailored to address
the existing threats affecting the company’s respective industry in
order to prevent surprises that may have an impact on business
operations and safety.
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Despite the various issues in intelligence analysis discussed in
the Intelligence Studies literature, a significant challenge for
analysts across domains remains to be able to keep pace with
newest developments in technical skills and evolving threats. A
holistic approach including organisational, environmental,
cultural, technological and cognitive skills should be achieved
to enable coordination of resources, methods and people across
domains, themes and sectors.
Scholars’ interest in the professionalization of intelligence analysi
and the development of a scientific methodology to support the
process has brought academia on-board by engaging it in the
development of best practices and structured analytical tools.
However, in order to accomplish the abovementioned holistic
approach, it is necessary to further develop and nourish the
relationship between scholars and practitioners through
knowledge, cooperation and interactions. This relationship will
serve as the foundations for a symbiotic bridge where practice and
academia ideally merge and create solutions to solve old and new
issues rather than consider them as mere abstract ideas.
This volume aims to engage readers and authors in a discussion
about how intelligence analysis and analysts, with the cooperation
of scholars, can:
improve and tailor tools for discovering, developing and
delivering timely information on threats and risks;
branch out of the government function and enter the new terrain
of private companies;
provide actionable intelligence for effective decision making;
overcome biases and mindsets;
engage in collaborative work across countries, professional sectors
and expertise;
solve old issues and debates while, at the same time, create
solutions to improve and develop the intelligence analysis as a
profession;
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