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In the wake of the 9/11 attacks, there was an exponential increase in research 
and publications about terrorism, so much so that in 2006, a paper in English on 
this topic was published every six hours. However, this research focused heavily 
on Islamic terrorism and what states could do to counter it. Lost in this process, 
or perhaps wilfully ignored or subjugated, was knowledge about terrorism 
produced prior to 9/11. As Bruce Hoffman, prominent terrorism scholar, once 
remarked, “on 9/11, of course, bin Laden wiped the slate clean”1. To understand 
Critical Terrorism Studies (CTS), one must begin with the key normative 
position that violence should be rejected as a means to reach an end. The Abu-
Ghraib scandal2 was an important catalyst for the founding scholars, and the 
continuing use of massive violence that defines contemporary counterterrorism, 
along with its concomitant failure to reduce the threat of terrorism, are key 
factors in CTS scholarship. Put simply, CTS refuses to accept that violence 
should be the primary tool to counter and prevent terrorism. Instead, CTS has 
a much more realistic approach to terrorism and counterterrorism because it 
realizes that peace and security does not come from the barrel of gun. As such, 
CTS seeks to incorporate, build on and develop knowledge that can help us 
understand how acts of terrorism become possible, the role of our own actions 
and policies in creating more terrorism, and finally how to use that knowledge 
to prevent future terrorism. 
This issue features three articles which represent different aspects of CTS 
scholarship, and I hope the reader will appreciate and be inspired by them. The 
world is in great need of knowledge that challenges the status quo, and CTS has 
established itself as a space where orthodox knowledge can be challenged. This 
issue is a welcome contribution to this development. 

i   E-mail: sondrelindahl@protonmail.com. National Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies, University 
of Otago, New Zealand
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Endnotes:
01_  Bruce Hoffman, “Foreword,” in Research on Terrorism. Trends, Achievements & 

Failures, Andrew Silke (ed.). (Abingdon: Frank Cass, 2004), xvii.
02_  In 2004 it was revealed that prisoners at Abu Ghraib in Iraq were subject to abuse and 

torture. The soldiers themselves documented the abuse, and the scandal fueled further 
controversy about an already controversial war. 
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