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It was a cold day in November 1991 when as a Colonel I reached Ankara as
the Defense Attaché to the Greek Embassy. My father Stergios, who was born
in 1914 in Chariopolis in Eastern Thrace - whose father was from the Sfakia,
Crete, and whose mother was from Eastern Thrace - would tell me about a
blessed and lovely place, a place however filled with nightmares which led
me to question whether I should love it too. I wanted to discover for myself
whether after the uprooting of the Asia Minor disaster, about whether any
fragments remained of the Greeks or the nations that made up Asia Minor, or
was all that was left behind just broken pieces of marble?
I served in Ankara for three years and returned once again in the summer of 1998 as Defense Attaché, now armed not with the stories I had been
told as a child, but an in depth knowledge about modern day Turkey and a
sense of certainty that all of these peoples who had once inhabited this land
still continued to exist. And this is how the idea was borne: To approach this
subject in more depth, starting from the Battle of Manzikert (1071) until today, 2012, and strengthen my love for the inhabitants of modern day Turkey,
always however questioning the neo-Ottamanism which continues to question the existence of these peoples, their values and their proximity.
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In this study, the author referenced documents, files, data and
the bibliography in order to shed
light on the historical reality of
Asia Minor, beginning a millennium before - with the conversion
of its inhabitants into “Turks” and
“Muslims” (culminating in recent
research unveiling the ancestry
of famous personalities such as
Erdogan, Kemal and even Mohammed II).
The above, along with the conditions of survival that minorities
in Asia Minor faced, lead us to
conclude that all of the old and
alienated inhabitants of Asia Minor are also seeking the truth, in
regards to Orthodox Christianity in order to build a NEW BYZANTIUM - along with the now
informed and aware Ottomans.
These minority nationalities
which make up Asia and whom
are not Turks have the right to
independence both in a national
and religious capacity, as they
themselves wish for.
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