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Entropy, a phenomenon borrowed from Thermodynamics, is often used when discussing politics in 
order to describe a situation where components of the state deteriorate into an inert, amorphous 
mass at the end of a long process of deteriorating politics. Simply put, entropy describes failure – 
failure to make the economy work, failure to enhance the collective interest, failure to promote 
and defend democratic institutions, failure to provide and improve basic services, failure to 
convince outside foes that a national deterrent still exists and remains operative, failure, in short, 
to keep the locomotive running and the train rolling in the right direction.

In recent months, Greece has come very close to toying with the fringes of entropy. Brutal riots, 
growing economic woes, a sudden surge in terrorism, deepening public anxiety, and the 
widespread impression that politicians and political parties are simply bankrupt have combined in 
a poisonous brew unprecedented in its potency. 

Certainly, there have been crises before in the post-WW2 years, the worst of which, back in 1967, 
triggered a military putsch. But Greece – the one that emerged from the ashes of foreign 
occupation and a nation-killing insurgency – has never come so close to witnessing the complete 
shutdown of its entire “propulsion system,” i.e. the aggregate of economy, social organization, 
bureaucracy, church, and political forces. It is as if the Hellas of 2009 is finally giving up on the 
sinews that keep a nation together.

This is no hyperbole. Anyone who cares to look more somberly at our present surroundings, and 
hear beyond the empty chatter of our mostly sensationalist media and other “concerned social 
actors,” won't be hard pressed to see, with the naked eye, all the signs of corruption, collapse, and 
failure. 

When looking without political party blinders, he will see corrupt and unapologetic yokels posing 
as prominent members of society, business, and politics; he will witness “statesmen,” with an 
established personal record of thievery and abuse of public trust, strutting about in their 
preparation to “save” this country again; he will watch as mindless, blind radicalism and nihilistic 
“protest,” stirred relentlessly by fringe political entities, combine into an ominous form of 
totalitarianism, some contours of which older people might be able to recognize; and he will 
become extremely fearful and bewildered at the prospect of these swelling trends – corruption, 
blind violence, debasement of politics and social norms – coalescing into a feral state of non-
society.

History has repeatedly proved how short the distance between false prosperity and real chaos is. 
Since 1974, Greece has lived under the influence of powerful, self-inflicted mythologies that have 
painted an artificial view of politics, economics, and society. But a ship's seaworthiness is rarely 
tested in calm seas. It takes battering in storms and black, terrible waters to prove that the builders 
have done a good (and survivable) job. The global economic meltdown, and our own simmering 
problems that we have kept hidden in the dark room for so long, have now formed into the 
towering seas that hammer our Greek ship mercilessly. And her heaving and pitching and moaning 
and creaking in the wind make even the toughest of sailors sweat – because they know, from 
experience, that this is not the built that will carry them home safely. 
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