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On March 13, in the middle of Athens, some 50 hooded, masked assailants stormed the Kolonaki upscale 
district in broad daylight. Using sledgehammers and other blunt weapons, they attacked shops, banks, and 
parked vehicles, smashing windows and vandalizing cars amidst crowds of midday shoppers, who run for 
their lives. A number of witnesses claimed they heard shots being fired in the air by the raiders.

Some local merchants confronted the vandals. A scuffle ensued. Despite frantic calls from scores of 
onlookers, no police appeared to give a hand. The thugs rampaged unmolested for several blocks, threw 
leaflets demanding the release of a jailed bank robber, and finally entered the Athens University Law Faculty 
building, which police cannot access because of Greece's so-called “academic asylum law.” The gangsters 
discarded hoods, masks, and weapons and walked away to most likely go for a cup of coffee and chuckle 
over how shop owners and passers by were scared out of their wits by this latest gang raid against 
undefended citizens.

In the not too distant past, this editorial page posed the question of Greece's deteriorating internal security 
situation. Unfortunately, our estimates are coming true with blood-chilling regularity. Violent street 
disturbances, terrorist bombings, roving arsonists, fatal shootings, armed robberies, gang attacks, even the 
torching of a city train, fortunately empty of passengers, continue to dominate news headlines and spread 
growing anxiety and fear among a population that did not know what serious armed crime was only a short 
25 years ago.  

The Kolonaki outrage and the apparent inactivity of the police, far from being just another “incident,” 
highlights what many fear is by now an irrevocable trend: Greece is not experiencing just a “surge” in 
criminal activity, Greece is beginning to see the affects of a lengthy process of political and social 
erosion that has undermined key parts of the State and is causing critical failures that cannot be 
righted by firefighting measures, political posturing, and yet another round of poppycock finger 
pointing. 

The failure of the police to react to an armed raid in the middle of the day by a large group of attackers in  
one of the supposedly “best policed” areas of the city of Athens, only blocks from parliament, the residence of  
a former prime minister, the presidential palace, and the incumbent prime minister's own office is not 
coincidental. The police, relentlessly vilified by the vociferous left, slammed by the media, manipulated by 
politicians, accused of everything but the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, poorly paid and trained, exposed to 
crushing legal action if they attempt anything beyond being bystanders, may have finally turned the critical 
corner of assuming an instinctive defensive posture aimed at simple survival. Even worse, the publication of 
a proclamation by a clandestine group calling itself “Police Patriotic Power,” or ASPIS by its Greek acronym, 
may herald a more “dynamic” reaction from elements within law enforcement, who feel the  progressive 
anarchy in the streets calls for extraordinary methods.

Greece is playing with fire. The unopposed violation of basic individual rights – those of freedom from 
injury, protection of property, and defense against crime – by terrorists, daylight vandals, and rampaging 
“justified protesters,” acting with both masqueraded and open political prodding, will, sooner or later, 
mobilize large numbers of otherwise peaceable citizens to provide themselves with the protection our State  
“guardians” fail to give. This is an extremely dangerous sequence that History has witnessed innumerable 
times in the past. And the results were invariably catastrophic.
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