
Give me your tired, your poor, Your huddled masses …
By Special Correspondent

Greece, unlike the United States of the early 20th century, has no room for tired, poor, huddled masses, but, by 
necessity, she is already contemplating a distant equivalent to Ellis Island as yet another stopgap measure 
against illegal immigration overwhelming her shores. 

With her eastern Aegean islands under threat from a swelling wave of Asian undocumented aliens arriving with 
the help of Turkish human traffickers – and with Turkey doing little, if anything, to honor bilateral agreements to 
control illegal immigration – the Greek government has finally announced it will deploy the armed forces next to 
shorthanded police and coast guards in trying to reduce illegal arrivals. Another proposal on the table is to begin 
detaining illegals aboard old mothballed passenger ships until they can be moved to landward installations. This 
latter idea of floating “Ellis Islands” highlights the desperate plight of frontier Greek Aegean island territories 
exposed to this onslaught of illegal masses never seen before in modern Greek history.

Illegal immigration is quickly shaping into the most critical national security threat of today, closely 
related, as a subsidiary part, to the long-simmering crisis whipped up by Turkey's neo-Ottoman expansionism 
and constant saber rattling in the Aegean. Greek governments were slow to appreciate the broader picture. 
Caught in unilateral “good neighborly relations” mentalities toward Ankara, in the absence of a more focused, 
cohesive, and realistic approach to Turkish belligerence, they are now watching, largely impotent, as successive 
waves of Asians and Africans, pushed relentlessly forward by Turkish human trafficking rings, arrive at the 
country's doorstep uninvited but demanding, nevertheless, their “human rights” from a country that she, herself, 
faces enormous economic, political, and social problems even without hundreds of thousands beating down her 
gates.

Domestic destabilization is growing rapidly closer thanks to this uncontrollable inflow of wretched humanity. In 
the middle of Athens, next to Athens town hall, a filthy, crowded ghetto is expanding through the streets of the 
city's old commercial district. Desperate local residents are being literally chased out of their properties and 
homes, in the family for generations, by the exploding blight of Asian and African street gangs that have quickly 
established a criminal sub-culture and frequently street battle each other with deadly weapons for control of 
such lucrative “business” as prostitution and narcotics trafficking. Last week, Athens caught again the attention 
of international news when an anti-immigrant rally quickly turned into an assault by members of an extreme 
nationalist fringe organization upon a ghetto building occupied by north African squatters. The building, an old 
courthouse, is so filthy and unfit for human habitation that health professionals warn it has become an 
“epidemiological time bomb” only a few city blocks from the Greek parliament.

The hastily announced measures to limit the growing illegal inflow come too little, too late. The irony in this 
deplorable, desperate business is that few of the uninvited guests wish to remain in Greece, a country with an 
established reputation of not giving much to illegal immigrants, but want to continue north to enter Germany, 
the UK, the Netherlands, and the Scandinavian countries. But the human river faces the insurmountable obstacle 
of Greece not bordering directly western Europe. As a result, the back-to-back waves of new arrivals tend to 
pool locally and add new layers to the already desperate situation the country is already in.

The self-evident conclusion is that Greece, after remaining practically idle for years, has now few options to raise 
barriers strong enough to defeat illegal immigration. But the emergency is such that, even at this late moment, 
complacency must be replaced by action – any action that would quickly pass the message via the unfailing 
grapevine that Greece won't offer succor to “poor, tired, huddled masses” any more.

It is the easiest thing for outsiders, desk-bound, air conditioned commentators, to issue grave warnings to this 
country over not doing enough to accommodate illegal immigrants. What these well-meaning friends of Greece 
won't do though is to offer concrete help in the form of ample cash, manpower, and an iron legal regime to 
allow countries like Greece to defend themselves against illegal immigration. And when domestic stability is 
exposed to such vagaries as those imposed on Greece at this moment, sermons, admonitions, and haute advice 
become irrelevant.
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