
AND SO, THE CHICKENS HAVE COME HOME TO ROOST
By Special Correspondent

On April 10, 2009, Greece was shaken by a first ever attempt at a mass school shooting. A 19-year old 
student took two handguns, a death note, a hunting knife, and a load of pistol ammunition and went to 
his vocational school to take revenge upon those who, in his eyes, rejected and humiliated him. It was 
only by sheer luck that he succeeded in wounding three but killing none. He then shot himself and later 
perished in hospital.

Reaction to this tragic incident was widespread disbelief and surprise. Many in the media and among 
politicians sped to declare that “these things” simply don't happen in Greece. Now that “they” have 
happened though, the majority immediately regrouped behind the “isolated phenomenon” theory. 
“These things” just don't happen in Greece, correct?

Reality, of course, is much harsher and unforgiving. For years, this country has experienced severe 
social and economic pressures from a complicated confluence of world-changing events. Perhaps the 
most debilitating and dangerous such event, in the longer term, has been the ever growing wave of 
illegal immigration which the Greek state has treated with a mix of inaction, half measures, and a 
behavior better suited to badly rehearsed street mimes. Greek society is being pummeled by the 
headlong demise of a homogeneous home front, now under more than one million uninvited guests; the 
collapse of the nuclear family; unsustainable consumption patterns; political dwarfism; and the 
explosion of expectations of a fat future, especially among younger people, versus what can be 
realistically expected  from a country of limited means, a tuberculous economy, and endemic 
corruption in both the public and private realm.

It would be too much to draw all-inclusive conclusions from this criminal incident, yet, for a very brief 
moment on April 10, the “other” Greeks – those who are, by conventional definitions, “the mainstream 
of society” – took a glimpse of a dark world where desperation and rage command young minds. 

But “these things” just don't happen in Greece, right?

Wrong.

For years, our schools have steadily sunk in a morass of broken education, political extremism 
masqueraded as “democratic freedom,” youth violence, and teaching poverty. Our young bring daily to 
their schools untreated, complicated personal problems feeding off the dissolving family fiber and the 
complete lack of care and attention from “parents,” who are defeated themselves or appear only 
theoretically in the books. Those who advocate more “discipline” in the schools may have a case, yet 
what kind of “discipline” may be enforced when everything else in a young person's life is way beyond 
any kind of self control?

Before he embarked on his handgun trip, the young vocational school shooter posted a chilling death 
note on the Internet, where he emphasized: “I am not obliged to give further explanation of my 
actions.” This final piece of eloquence, before expecting to unleash death and destruction, encapsulates 
the message that already swims in the minds of many young people in this country today. No 
obligation. No further explanation. No responsibility for one's actions.

Who said that “these things” just don't happen in Greece?
Copyright: www.rieas.gr


